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Stocks rose modestly on Friday but posted losses for the week as the first earnings reports begin to roll in. The S&P 500 posted its biggest weakly drop since April, dragged down by a sharp drop in oil prices. For the week, the Dow fell 0.68 percent to close at 16,948.81. The S&P lost 0.85 percent to finish at 1,967.57 and the NASDAQ dropped 1.57 percent to end the week at 4,415.49.





Returns Through 07/11/14�
1 Week�
YTD�
1 Year�
3 Year�
5 Year�
�
Dow Jones Industrials (TR)�
-0.68�
3.46�
12.19�
13.55�
18.85�
�
NASDAQ Composite (PR)�
-1.57�
5.72�
23.40�
16.36�
20.25�
�
S&P 500 (TR)�
-0.85�
7.62�
19.93�
16.77�
19.99�
�
Barclays US Agg Bond (TR)�
0.57�
3.87�
4.50�
3.32�
4.60�
�
MSCI EAFE (TR)�
-2.40�
3.37�
16.59�
8.51�
12.42�
�



Source: Morningstar.com. *Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Indexes are unmanaged and cannot be invested into directly. Three- and five-year returns are annualized. The Dow Jones Industrials, MSCI EAFE, Barclays US Agg Bond and S&P, excluding “1 Week” returns, are based on total return, which is a reflection of return to an investor by reinvesting dividends after the deduction of withholding tax. The NASDAQ is based on price return, which is the capital appreciation of the portfolio, excluding income generated by the assets in the portfolio in the form of interest and dividends. (TR) indicates total return. (PR) indicates price return. MSCI EAFE returns stated in U.S. dollars. 








Need Some Help? — Twenty-four percent of Americans borrowed money from a friend or family member during the 18-month recession that began on Dec. 31, 2007 (source: National Bureau of Economic Research). 








Gut Feeling — More than half (56 percent) of 1,000 Americans at least age 25 surveyed earlier this year have never attempted (nor has their spouse attempted) to calculate how much they will need to accumulate for their eventual retirement (source: Employee Benefit Research Institute).








Summerstock — The three summer months (June-July-August) have produced an average loss of 0.5 percent (total return) for the S&P 500 stock index over the past 24 years (1990-2013). The stock index was down 8.9 percent during the three summer months in 2011 but gained 7.9 percent during the summer of 2012 and gained 0.7 percent during the summer of 2013 (source: BTN Research). 
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WEEKLY FOCUS – Giving Through The Summer Crunch





When consumers begin to feel a crunch in their budgets, they often reduce or eliminate charitable contributions first. Summer months can be especially difficult to budget for charities. Many nonprofits, particularly smaller organizations, see donation declines in the summer due to a perceived lack of need, (their services are assumed to not be as necessary as they are during the winter and holiday months), and many who normally give tend to use their usual donation funds for increased electric bills, food costs with school out of session, gas prices and family vacations. 





Keeping a budget during the summer while still continuing to give may be difficult, but it’s possible. Here are some tips for balancing your budget this summer:


Prioritize: Chances are some of the charities you support have greater importance to you than others. Create a list of all the groups you donate to and rank them. Then decide how many you can continue to support.


Consider more bang for your buck: Where does your dollar do the most good, both long term and short term? You may want to continue supporting groups with an immediate need and making larger donations to groups with a long-term goal when you can again afford it.


Give time versus money: If you decide you can no longer donate cash, consider donating your time or doing pro bono work for an organization. They may be paying for services that you can provide free. You may even consider combining your vacation and non-profit work together, such as participating in a mission trip or taking one day of your vacation to do park clean up as examples.


Donate goods: Cut some coupons, scan the grocery circulars and purchase items for a food pantry, homeless shelter or other group. Don’t forget these organizations often need personal hygiene items and infant products like diapers and wipes. You can even host a drive to get others to help as well.


Decrease all equally: If you can’t live with eliminating one or more charities from your donation roster, consider a temporary percentage decrease across the board. Once the summer on is over and you’ve got your momentum back, you can increase your charitable donations to previous levels – or possibly higher.





Your charitable donations don’t always have to take a hit to help you budget for the summer. There may be other areas of your budget that can help with increased summer expenses and vacations instead.  We can help you re-examine your own situation to determine what you can afford to give, while meeting all your summer goals.















































* The Standard & Poor’s 500 (S&P 500) is an unmanaged group of securities considered to be representative of the stock market in general. The Dow Jones Industrial Average is a price-weighted index of 30 actively traded blue-chip stocks. NASDAQ Composite Index is an unmanaged, market-weighted index of all over-the-counter common stocks traded on the National Association of Securities Dealers Automated Quotation System. The Morgan Stanley Capital International Europe, Australia and Far East Index (MSCI EAFE Index) is a widely recognized benchmark of non-U.S. stock markets. It is an unmanaged index composed of a sample of companies representative of the market structure of 20 European and Pacific Basin countries and includes reinvestment of all dividends. Barclays Capital Aggregate Bond Index is an unmanaged index comprised of U.S. investment-grade, fixed-rate bond market securities, including government, government agency, corporate and mortgage-backed securities between one and 10 years. Written by Securities America. SAI# 966656
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Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., Financial Advisor  Member FINRA/SIPC, Advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Davidson Financial Services and the Securities America companies are unaffiliated.














